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IGT UNC Modification Panel Meeting 

Draft Minutes 

Friday 22nd January 2021 

Via teleconference 

Attendee Initials Organisation  Representing As  

Anne Jackson AJ Gemserv Code Administrator Chair 

Liam King LK Ofgem Authority   

Claire Roberts  CR Scottish Power Pipeline Users  

Cher Harris  CH Indigo Pipelines Pipeline Operators  

Rebecca Cailes RC BUUK Pipeline Operators 
Alternate for Jenny 
Rawlinson 

Carine Russell CRu Last Mile Pipeline Operators   

Rachel Clarke RCl Gemserv Code Administrator  

Amie Lauper-Bull  ALB Gemserv Code Administrator  

 

1. Welcomes and Apologies  

The Chair welcomed the Panel to the reconvened meeting. The Chair noted that following the ongoing quoracy 

issues the Panel faces, the Code Administrator had opened a meeting prior to this and held that open for one 

hour as per Code rules (Part L6.10). 

 

2. Confirmation of Agenda 

The Chair confirmed the items for discussion as outlined in the final Agenda. The Panel were invited to add any 

items for AOB. There were no further items of AOB added by the Panel. The Chair noted that item eight on the 

agenda (IGT145 - Transfer of Sites with Low Valid Meter Reading Submission Performance from Classes 2 and 

3 into Class 4) had been added to the agenda in error and there would be no update provided on that 

Modification at the meeting.  

 

3. Approval of the previous minutes (20-12 and 20-12 Reconvened) 

The Chair informed Panel that no comments had been received on both sets of minutes before the meeting.  

LK noted that under agenda item 12, Authority Updates, regarding the RIIO-2 consultation, the minutes state that 

digitisation would be written into licence conditions. LK noted that the minutes should be more specific to reflect 

which licence the obligation will go in. LK confirmed that the obligation on digitisation will go into the RIIO network 

licences and not the transporters licence. LK added that although this does not affect IGTs at present, this policy 

thinking would cut across the industry in the fullness of time. RCl resolved to amend the minutes to reflect this. 

The Panel had no further comments to add and the minutes were approved, subject to the suggested change as 

a true reflection of both November meetings. 
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4. Outstanding Actions  

20/12_01: The Panel were informed that this action would remain open, as some amendments are due to be 

made to the report and this would be raised at the next Panel meeting. 

 

Final Modification Reports 

5. IGT147 – Uploading Specific Gender References to Neutral terms 

 

RCl noted that IGT147 had been for a 15 Working Days Consultation period, which closed on 23rd December 

2020. Three responses had been received in support of the Modification: all agreed that the Modification met 

Relevant Objective F (Promotion of efficiency in the implementation and administration of the Code); all 

responses agreed that the Modification should be self-governance and no costs or impacts were identified. 

Parties were satisfied that the legal text supported the solution and there were no dissenting views on the lead 

times for implementation.  

The vote was carried out with One Pipeline User and three Pipeline Operators (please note that this meeting was 

held as a Reconvened meeting, as per Part L6.10 of the IGT UNC where current quoracy rules do not apply). 

The Panel decided that the Modification should be implemented by a unanimous vote. The Panel agreed that 

subject to the 15-day appeal window, IGT147 should be included in the scheduled February 2021 release. 

 

6. IGT120F – Aligning the IGT UNC with licence changes following the UK leaving the EU with a ‘No 

deal’ 

The Chair noted that IGT120F had been passed for implementation by the Panel in October 2019, with a 

conditional attached to the implementation of there being a No-Deal Brexit, however a Deal had since been 

agreed in December 2020. The Chair informed the Panel that the Code Administrator intended to publish a 

Notice of Non-Implementation for this Modification on the basis that the conditions on implementation had not 

been met. 

The Chair informed the Panel that there were still references to the European Union (EU) within the IGT UNC 

and these were predominantly in part L (Modification Rules) whereby Ofgem could raise changes to the Code 

through a European Modification Process. The Chair noted that Modification rules are based on what is written 

into the Gas Transportation licence and some of the consequential impacts for EU withdrawal would be in the 

‘third energy package’ which is currently being implemented by Ofgem. The Chair noted that the Code 

Administrator would investigate if licence changes were in the ‘third energy package’ and what the impact would 

be.  

The Chair suggested that another Modification would be needed to ensure the Code was robust. The Chair noted 

that UNC0735VS (UNC Changes as a consequence of the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union) went 

to the January UNC Panel where the Modifications title was changed to widen the scope, however the legal text 

has remained the same which includes the introduction of a ‘Retained in EU law’ Clause. RC enquired whether 

the wording in IGT120F could be reapplied to a new Modification. RCl stated that the legal text would still be 

applicable, however every other aspect would need to be rewritten. The Chair suggested that this be taken to the 

next Workstream meeting to discuss and find a sponsor to a new Modification. RC agreed to sponsor the 

Modification. The Panel unanimously agreed that the new Modification could be a housekeeping change, 

https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/igt132-introduction-of-igt-code-credit-rules/
https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/qpl042-removal-of-code-credit-rules-from-qpl-network-code/
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therefore meeting the threshold for Fast Track. LK advised the Code Administrator to check the criteria of the 

Brexit Deal and ‘third energy package’ to ensure that there would be no unintended consequential changes to the 

Code. 

The Panel had no further comments. 

 

Update on Modification Proposals 
 

7. IGT131 - Automatic updates to Meter Read Frequency 

 

The Chair informed the Panel that there had been a revised notice of implementation issued by the UNC for the 

relevant UNC Modification (UNC692S). RCl advised that the Joint Office were keeping the Code Administrator up 

to date on the implementation date for UNC692S and that the appropriate steps will be taken once the decision 

had been made at the DSC (Data Services Contract) Change management meeting.  

The Panel noted the update. 

 

8. IGT145 - Transfer of Sites with Low Valid Meter Reading Submission Performance from Classes 2 

and 3 into Class 4 

 

See update in agenda item two. 

 

Update on Workgroups 

 

9. Workgroup Summary 

 

There were additional no comments or questions from the Panel. 

 

Please find the link to the Workgroup Summary here 

 

 

Operational Issues 

 

10. 2022 Meeting Dates 

 

RCl informed the Panel that the dates for IGT UNC Panel and Workstream meetings in 2022 had been projected 

and, as per L6.12 of the IGT UNC, RCl noted that Panel were asked to ratify these dates as per the Code. 

 

RCl notified the Panel that there were three areas of note for decision. It was noted that in April 2022, the 

projected Workstream meeting (14th April 2022) would fall on the day before Good Friday, meaning that there 

would be less days between the IGT UNC Panel meeting and the UNC Panel meeting. There would also only be 

three working days between the IGT UNC Panel Meeting and the IGT UNC Workstream meeting. Furthermore, it 

was noted that the projected meeting for July 2022 Panel meeting (22nd July 2022) would only leave 5 Working 

Days between the IGT UNC Workstream meeting and the IGT UNC Panel meeting that month. 

 

RC stated that the meeting projected for 23rd December 2022 might not be suitable as many may be on annual 

leave. The Chair also noted that the April 2022 meeting may be in school holidays and noted that quoracy may 

be an issue, however bringing this meeting forward would mean that the Workgroup would not meeting before 

https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/igt131-automatic-updates-to-meter-read-frequency/
https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/igt145-transfer-of-sites-with-low-valid-meter-reading-submission-performance-from-classes-2-and-3-into-class-4/
https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/igt145-transfer-of-sites-with-low-valid-meter-reading-submission-performance-from-classes-2-and-3-into-class-4/
https://www.igt-unc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Work-group-summary-V1.pdf
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the Panel meeting. The Panel agreed that several of the dates may coincide with school holidays. RCl agreed to 

change the dates and bring the meeting paper back to the February 2021 meeting for decision. 

 

 

Authority Updates 

 

LK informed the Panel that the annual Code Administrator Survey had not been carried out in 2020 due to the 

situation with COVID-19 and queried whether the Panel had issues with the survey restarting in mid-2021. LK 

advised that the survey would consist of a quick questionnaire, about how well the Code Administrators were 

performing to compare them against each other. RCl advised that there were two approaches taken by an 

independent company, Future Thinking who conduct the surveys. RCl noted that contact is either made via online 

forms or by phone calls. RCl noted that in previous Surveys there would be a quantitative pool of responses as 

well as qualitative response. The Chair noted that as individual Code Administrators also carry out their own 

surveys, Panel members may be contacted by Gemserv too. The Panel agreed to being contacted for the 

relevant surveys and highlighted no issues in the Ofgem Code Administrators survey commencing in 2021 

 

11. Including Code Freeze Letter from Ofgem 

 

The Panel were informed of the Code Freeze Letter which had been received from Ofgem. LK advised that the 

Retail Energy Code (REC) would be implemented before the new switching arrangements were implemented, 

and that Ofgem would be implementing the Retail Code Consolidation (RCC) Significant Code Review (SCR) and 

then another SCR for Faster Switching at a later date. The Panel heard that some parts of the UNC, DCUSA and 

SEC would need to be amended in light of this. LK reminded the Panel that any changes between March and 

September 2021 that would impact the SCR should be avoided, but if there is anything urgent then it should be 

reported to Ofgem as soon as possible. 

The Panel heard that the rationale for the Code Freeze was so that Ofgem would be able to maintain a stable 

baseline to move everything over into the REC efficiently. During the SCR, any Modifications would be 

suspended, and Ofgem welcomed any early engagement. 

The Chair stated that the Code Administrator would be writing back to Ofgem within the next month to advise that 

the IGT UNC Panel had seen the letter and enquired as to whether there was anything in particular that Panel 

members would like to be included in the response. CR requested time to speak internally regarding the Ofgem 

letter and noted that any feedback would be provided at the next meeting. The Chair informed the Panel that a 

holding message would be sent to Ofgem and this would be included this as an agenda item for the IGT UNC 

Panel meeting in February 2021. 
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12.  AOB  

 

New Modification – Mirror Modification of UNC734S (Reporting Valid Confirmed Theft of Gas into Central 

Systems) 

CH informed the Panel that, during the Independent Networks Association (INA) meeting, Indigo Pipelines had 

volunteered to sponsor the IGT UNC mirror Modification to UNC734S. CH highlighted that IGTs agreed there 

were implications to the IGT UNC and the area of text of concern had been identified. 

UNC Panel update – January 2021 

The Chair noted that following their attendance at the January UNC Panel meeting, the UNC Chair was preparing 

an independent report (introduced by the implementation of UNC731S - Introduction of an Annual Modification 

Panel Report) on the UNC Panel Business. The Chair noted that a draft of the report will be brought to the next 

UNC Panel meeting and queried whether the IGT UNC Panel would have anything to feed into the initial 

discussions. The Chair suggested asking the UNC Panel to consider cross-code working between the IGT UNC 

and the UNC and whether they considered the relationship was working. The Panel agreed with this approach. 

There were no further items of business.  

 

The next IGT UNC Panel is scheduled for 26th February 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 – Actions Table 

 

 

Reference Date Action Owner Status 

20/12-01 18/12/2020 
CA to look at the recommendations of the RG004 (Review of 

IGT Governance and administration arrangements) Workgroup 

Report, as well as the discussed elements of Digitisation and 

add these into the draft UNC676R report. The draft report will be 

brought back to the February 2021 Panel meeting. 

CA Open 


