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Stage 02: Workgroup Report 
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document in the 
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iGT079: 

Adding Commercial New 
Connections Framework Ancillary 
Document 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insertion of an ancillary document to help clarify the new standard connections process 

for commercial (non-domestic) properties.  

 

Work Group recommends 

iGT079 proceeds to consultation 

 

High Impact: 
 

 

Medium Impact: 
 

 

Low Impact: 
Pipeline Users; Pipeline Operators 
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About this document: 
 

The purpose of this report is make a recommendation to the Panel, to be held on 17 

February 2016, on whether iGT079 should proceed to consultation and to submit any 

further recommendations in respect of the assessment of this Modification. 

 

 

 

 

Any questions? 

Contact: 
Code Administrator 

  
igt-unc@gemserv.com  

 

0207 090 1044 

Proposer: 
Andrew Margan 

  
andrew.margan@centrica.com 

  

Telephone 

07789 577327 

Workgroup Chair: 
Code Administrator 

  

igt-unc@gemserv.com 

  

0207 090 1044 
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1. Plain English Summary 

 

Is this a Self-Governance Modification? 

As this change seeks to formalise current Commercial New Connections arrangements, through the 

introduction of a new Ancillary Document, the Workgroup agreed that it should not have a material impact 

to consumers or competition.  

Therefore, the majority of the Workgroup agree that this change meets the self-governance criteria.   

If so, will this be progressed as a Fast Track Modification? 

The Workgroup has proposed that this Modification does not meet the criteria for Fast Track Self-

Governance. 

Rationale for Change 

The new connection process, enabling new customers to connect to an iGT network through relevant 

shipper/supplier relationships, is well understood. However, following the introduction of Single Service 

Provision, we are aware the framework is changing and will benefit from more detailed governance 

arrangements.   

Solution 

To ensure all parties are aware of the correct iGT Commercial New Connections process, this change 

seeks to introduce a new Ancillary Document to the iGT UNC, which will set out the appropriate 

framework.   

Relevant Objectives 

The proposer believes this modification better facilitates: 

Objective D) Securing of effective competition, as accurate data that supports Change of Supply supports 

competitive industry. 

Objective F) Promotion of efficiency in the implementation and administration of the Code, as this change 

will improve governance arrangement and therefore improve administration of the Code. 

Implementation 

No specific implementation date is proposed, although the Proposer recommends the change is 

implemented as close as possible to the Project Nexus (UK-Link) implementation date.   
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2. Rationale for Change? 

 

The iGT UNC sets out the governance arrangements and the contractual relationship between iGTs and 

Shippers.  As part of these arrangements an important part of the process is to connect new customers to 

the gas system. The process to connect new commercial customers is established, but under Code the 

framework is not set out in detail.   

Also, under iGT Single Service Provision (SSP) Xoserve will manage the iGT industry data on their 

behalf. This new Xoserve arrangement will amend the commercial new connection process.   

To ensure all relevant parties follow a common procedure, we believe the commercial new connections 

process will benefit from a more detailed framework being in place.   

Due to other established processes, Daily Metered, Sites Works new connections and infrastructure only 

projects, (i.e. a developer does not require a gas meter and offtake of gas) are not captured by this 

modification.   

 
By a majority, the Workgroup agreed that the Rationale for Change was appropriate and complete. Some 

Workgroup members are of the opinion that they do not believe the process is required, as it adds 

complexity as there are already processes in place. Conversely, some parties think that this would be a 

useful mechanism to register non domestic sites. 

 

 

 

3. Solution 

 

This modification proposes to standardise the file format and contractual agreement between the IGT and 

Shipper for commercial new connection sites.  The principle is that for commercial new connection supply 

point, the IGT sends the site information to the relevant shipper.  The shipper responds, confirming the 

information is correct and thus agrees contractual ownership.   

Business Rules 

1. This process applies to commercial new non-Daily Metered connections only.   

2. For sites above the 73,200 kWh threshold a shipper will follow the Nomination and Confirmation 

process.  (Pre-Nexus the shipper will engage with the IGT to undertake the Nomination and 

Confirmation. Post-Nexus the Nomination and Confirmation process will be undertaken with the 

Transporter’s Agency).  

3. Where appropriate to do so and where the new connection is a shipper lead 

commercial new connection or where the iGT has been informed by a 

Developer that a shipper has taken responsibility for the connection, the IGT 

shall send the PS1.   

4. The relevant shipper will respond to the PS1 using the PS2.   
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5. Once the shipper agrees responsibility, all subsequent industry flows should be sent to the 

relevant shipper, until post meter install CoS event.    

iGT Commercial New Connection Ancillary Document  
 
The workgroup discussed the terminology to be used between domestic, non domestic and commercial 
and agreed that non domestic should be used instead of commercial. The proposer agreed to make this 
change. The workgroup also agreed that a section on File Naming standards should be added to the 
document in line with that agreed for iGT078. 
 
File Naming standards as per iGT078: 
 
Project Summary Report Template  Project Summary Notification Template 
 

4. Relevant Objectives 

 

Impact of the modification on the Relevant Objectives: 

Relevant Objective Identified impact 

a)  Efficient and economic operation of the pipe-line system. None 

b)  Coordinated, efficient and economic operation of  

(i) the combined pipe-line system, and/ or 

(ii) the pipe-line system of one or more other relevant gas 

transporters. 

None 

c)  Efficient discharge of the licensee's obligations. None 

d)  Securing of effective competition: 

(i) between relevant shippers; 

(ii) between relevant suppliers; and/or 

(iii) between DN operators (who have entered into 

transportation arrangements with other relevant gas 

transporters) and relevant shippers. 

Positive 

e)  Provision of reasonable economic incentives for relevant 

suppliers to secure that the domestic customer supply 

security standards… are satisfied as respects the availability 

of gas to their domestic customers. 

None 

f)  Promotion of efficiency in the implementation and 

administration of the Code. 

Positive 

g)  Compliance with the Regulation and any relevant legally 

binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the 

Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators. 

None 

Impact of the modification on the Relevant Objectives: 

Relevant Objective Identified impact 

hhttp://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=7284
http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=7282
http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=7283
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a)  Efficient and economic operation of the pipe-line system. None 

b)  Coordinated, efficient and economic operation of  

(i) the combined pipe-line system, and/ or 

(ii) the pipe-line system of one or more other relevant gas 

transporters. 

None 

c)  Efficient discharge of the licensee's obligations. None 

d)  Securing of effective competition: 

(i) between relevant shippers; 

(ii) between relevant suppliers; and/or 

(iii) between DN operators (who have entered into 

transportation arrangements with other relevant gas 

transporters) and relevant shippers. 

Positive 

e)  Provision of reasonable economic incentives for relevant 

suppliers to secure that the domestic customer supply 

security standards… are satisfied as respects the availability 

of gas to their domestic customers. 

None 

f)  Promotion of efficiency in the implementation and 

administration of the Code. 

Positive 

g)  Compliance with the Regulation and any relevant legally 

binding decisions of the European Commission and/or the 

Agency for the Co-operation of Energy Regulators. 

None 

 

The Workgroup did not have a consensus view that this Modification would facilitate:  

Objective (f) 

This change will improve governance arrangement and therefore improve administration of the Code. 

Objective (d) 

Accurate data that supports Change of Supply event supports competitive industry. 

 

Particularly in relation to Objective F) some workgroup parties believed that there were already clear 

processes to manage new connections for non-domestic supply points and thus adding this additional 

process actually made the Code less efficient.    

 

 

 

 

5. Impacts and Costs 

 

There could be costs associated with changing email/file templates, but it is anticipated 

that this cost will be low. Assuming iGT078 is also approved, then any costs will also 

be minimised by the sharing of common file formats between the two processes 

(domestic and commercial). 

 

The Workgroup considered that there were no impacts or significant costs of 

implementation. 
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6. Likely Impact on Consumers 

The Workgroup considered that there were no likely impacts on consumers. 

 

 

 

7. Likely Impact on Environment 

The Workgroup considered that there was no likely environmental impact. 

 

 

 

8. Implementation 

The Workgroup propose that implementation of iGT079 is aligned with the implementation of iGT078, and 

the Project Nexus Go Live Date (currently 1st October 2016, subject to amendment). 

The Workgroup also discussed whether the consultation period could be reviewed for iGT079 assuming 

the Panel agrees at the February Panel that the proposal is ready to go to consultation. This would be to 

allow the proposal to be brought back to the March Panel for a decision. The rationale for this view is that 

iGT079 shares common file formats with iGT078 which have already been consulted on and an industry 

view is that as much advance notice as possible would be beneficial assuming a 1st October 2016 

implementation date is still desirable.     

 

9. Legal Text 

 

Proposed Legal text for iGT079 assumes iGT078 has been or will be implemented.  

Two versions of the Legal text have been produced, the first using the Legal text developed for the 

implementation of iGT039 on the basis that iGT079 will not be implemented before the introduction of 

Single Service Provision (SSP) and a second version based on current iGT UNC should iGT079 (and 

iGT078) be introduced ahead of SSP.  

 

http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=5176  

 

The Workgroup has reviewed the proposed legal text for the changes to the iGT UNC and believes that it 

delivers the objectives of the Modification. 

 

Some minor changes were agreed to the Ancillary document re changing commercial to non-domestic 

and the introduction of a section on File naming conventions. The workgroup also noted that the file 

formats to be used for the PS1 and PS2 flows were being changed as a result of 

discussions in the iGT078 workgroup.  These can be viewed in the hyperlinks below: 

 

Project Summary Report Template  Project Summary Notification Template  

 

 

 

http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=5176
http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=7282
http://www.igt-unc.co.uk/ewcommon/tools/download.ashx?docId=7283
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10. Recommendation  

The Workgroup invites the Panel to:  

 AGREE that iGT079 be submitted for consultation; and 

 AGREE that iGT079 meets the Self-Governance Criteria; and 

  AGREE revised timings for the consultation period to allow the (draft) Final Modification Report to be 

considered at the Panel meeting on the 16th March 2016.   

 


